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IBN AL-HITI'S ARABIC CHRONICLE OF 

KARAITE DOCTORS. 

I. 

The text of Ibn al-Hiti's Chronicle is taken from the Brit. 
Mus. MS. Or. 240a, where it is appended to Yefeth's Com- 
mentary on the Book of Proverbs. The scribe was Moses ben 
Abraham, who occupied the post of precentor or " Hazzan " 
at Cairo within the memory of the present generation, for 
his copy of Yefeth's Commentary was finished at no earlier 
date than the 21st of Tebeth, a.m. 5627 (a.d. 1867), and the 
appended Chronicle was probably written within a few 
days after the completion of the Commentary. The docu- 
ment, however, from which the modem scribe made his 
copy of Ibn al-Hiti's work was of considerable antiquity, 
as the following note, which is found on foL 387 b — that 
is, immediately before the Chronicle — clearly shows :— 

p-11 '•a nrM^JN 's 'pn irnSnpa n"v' Q'ivo ns nmai ndd xim 
nncm DNtbyi>N hnind^n i'Y nipd *33 D'oan^N nddn yopo onp 
"hv wnNH rhpn: h:h nhi }dn njNwa Dray 'ini pyojK i^xyn ni>i>N 
ND jy mm ubi iNspj ly |d nina fpTY\ no^aa nob jtooKijN nip 
y^'im^N }D "NSii W!M<n nn^pii onpi^N pni^N ••s ainao nmai 
n^nNijN bN''3N^i5 yssruN^N 'prnh) n"N 'm nanio DNb inddjw 

i.e. " And this is one of the texts which I have found here 
in Cairo, in the ' Genizah ' of our holy congregation, on an 
ancient leaf, containing a brief record of the names of 
Karaite Doctors, may their Rock and their Redeemer 
preserve them: namely, the great Masters, may God, the 
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exalted One, have mercy on them all, and bestow his 
favour upon them, Amen. And behold, I copy it down 
as well as possible, word for word, and letter by letter, 
without leaving anything out, and without adding any- 
thing to what I have found written on the ancient leaf. 
And I copy it here for fear lest the composition of the 
author should perish and be lost altogether, and on account 
of the benefit which the coming generations may derive 
from it. And for the rest, peace." 

But who was the Ibn al-Hiti whose Chronicle of Karaite 
Doctors has thus come down to us ? The approximate date 
of his activity is supplied to us in the text itself. The 
"last of the learned and wise men" whom Ibn al-Hiti 
mentions is the famous Samuel ha-E.oie ben Moses al- 
Maghrebi who was " Dayyan " at Cairo during the latter 
part of the fourteenth and the earlier years of the fifteenth 
century. From the mention of al-Maghrebi's great work, 
the " Sefer Miswoth," known by the Arabic title of " Al- 
Murshid," besides two other important compositions of his, 
we may safely conclude that the present Chronicle was 
written during the latter part of al-Maghrebf s busy life, 
that is, probably between the years 1410 and 1420. With 
this date in our mind we are natm-ally led to identify our 
author with the scribe TlNn^N j3 ' ♦ * ^IDI'' p ^N*ij)D p in * 
whom Pinsker (Lik. Kad. p. 64) mentions as the writer 
of a MS. which bears the date A. h. 811^, answering to 
1408-9 A. D. It is also tempting to assume that the Ibn al- 
Hiti thus identified as David ben Sa'dal (or Sa'del) is a scion 
of Yeshu'ah Ibn Sa'dal Ibn al-Hiti, who is already quoted 
by Salmon ben Yesohim, the well-known Karaite controver- 
sialist of the Saadyanic period. This view is considerably 
weakened by the fact that no ny\&^ occurs in David ben 
Sa'dal's genealogy as given by Pinsker, but it may on the 
other hand be held that the absence of the name Yeshu'ah 

' Firkowicz, in fact, refers to our author (see note 9 on p. 433) under the 
name of wn^M m 't. 
" The year Mp a.m. in Pinsker, loc, cit, is evidently a misprint for iccp. 
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is merely due to the insufficient length of the genealogy, 
extending though it does over nine generations. One may 
take it for granted, however, that our Chronicler's family 
originally came from Hit, " a town situated on the Eu- 
phrates, about thirty leagues to the west of Bagdad, 
inhabited by Arabs and Karaite Jews^," and from his 
knowledge of the writings of Samuel al-Maghrebl during 
this author's lifetime it appears further to follow that 
David Ibn al-HTti was either settled in Egypt or in one 
of the surrounding countries, such as Syria or Palestine. 

From the notes which I have added to the translation 
it will be seen that, thanks chiefly to the labours of 
Pinsker, Steinschneider, Neubauer, Harkavy, Bacher, and 
Poznanski, I have been able to illustrate several of Ibn 
al-HTtl'a statements, and also occasionally to show in 
what particular points the Chronicler was misled by the 
comparatively scanty material which he had before him. 
Modern scholars have in many respects an advantage over 
Ibn al-Hiti, who had to arrive at his facts by means of 
references found scattered here and there in the works 
which he read or copied. But the profit which we are 
enabled to derive from his Chronicle is undoubtedly 
considerable. On some well-known writers he imparts 
to us fresh, and sometimes interesting, information, and he 
besides brings before us a number of names which have not 
been known before. The great feature of the Chronicle is 
no doubt the prominence which is given in it to Yusuf ben 
Noah, and scholars will probably not be slow to seize 
on the fresh "data" now presented to us on the life and 
activity of this Karaite Doctor, who appears to have been 
the centre of a very influential and earnest band of scholars. 

I need only add that the names which I have passed by 
without a remark in my notes belong partly to authors 
concerning whom I could find nothing elsewhere, and 
partly to well-known men, like Yusuf al-Basir, Yefeth Ibn 

' See R. Hoeming, British Museum Karaite MSS., p. t. 
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Sa'ir, and others, on whose life and literary laboui's Ibn 
al-Hiti has nothing fresh to tell us. 



II. 

rf^^jT nujw ch^v hi^ ^v own' 

mai n^N nn^y hN ^ii |"Nip^N ND^yi>N )d na-i' }d nddn 'idid 
pn^N fjcaa Nn: p hiN nua innwo py i^oi'N orhm "Nian Dni» 
*3N |NDr '£3 |N3 HJN ^J'pi lE'BJ mvh myni noNpNi nn"oJn nya 
nv^j E'Ni |N3i man^i' IrT n^D nsNb^N ^nSd ni'N iiv^d^'n isyj 
aniD ini pn^JN ^^jn pjNaii'N p nyKOj nni nxn^a 's ^nie^ n'a ^a 
^iVN ^s aNna inh * j'NDpoi'N im 'XDipi>N ^n'jt myai i"v' Nipo '33 
iNWN^N axna ^a omai n:i6 m nom ^jNopnpi'N i'ap •<i6)t<m ^thtt 
l"nNni3i'Ni 'pnnoni'Ni pnK3ay^Ni ^J^yNDDN oni n^n nyNOJ lani 

lai oh }"DNB'i>N1 i)33bN ^'HNI f"KDia^W ["DINEji'NI rnV3^N1 

prar |3 3py' n^Ny^N n^E'i'N : DnNnx 'q DnsNiriaN nan b d.tnddn 

ryia p nn t^d^ni m3ni>ij no riio ^s li*! pa's n)-\owh pyaoi 
axnai mini'N -i^oan nh manbij r^ n:D ^a rhnp na'jvn liN 'm 
nJN^' 'Dinan nnyo nya fsa jix 'm no^N un D^'yo^Ni : ^wn^n 
bp 'Dva^N fNai nixo lao 'bi mini'N i^oan 'a ^3NDp-\pi'N ^ '^y ii 
NVji'N nob^ mail nx 'm '^{on p ^nie^ n'i'y ni njNi) 'JNDpipi'N 
™n aipN^Ni no^JN UN D^yoi'Ni ^:NDpipi5N '^Jap nv>yi5N axna 'a 
on py "xi'iiN lai nod a^mn^N ■'bv nmai ^i '" ttobvbtt lai NDi> 
nvai'N "by un on no^N un on 'JNOptp^N on bt<''ii on po^ja 

' Or. 2402, fol. 188 a. ' MS. nw. ^ Probably for laiXD. 

* For<'?in, MS. >rti"n. 

* The usual form of this word is oopoSN or ^pab». 

• The original form is j"nnDnS«. 
' MS. rv'n ; see note 3, p. 437. 

• One should expect "jott instead of hifii p V«"itt;» ; see the note on the 
translation. 

' MS. tm ; see the note on the translation, loc. cil. 
"■ Fol. i88 b. 
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DH'-^y m riom •<bv «« nbv^ba on N'-K'ji'N tjn p nn on mhi 
njNi? ra p siDV apiT" lis 'T'B'i'N -isNyo |N3 hjn aipN^'Ni pyojK 

^^y ^N^Nni spy 13N T-B*!?^ Til fN3 fD .n^OJ |D psn pB^N UN 

p '•^y nspj '•s '•i>y un q^jjo^jn naii rir riJD Nninsn naijsn n5D3 
UN Dm cn^N '•NT' ^'•n '•e'jn non^o ••k'jn Dnxjnii Noiiy nddn n: 
p }o^D ti^yDijNi '•JNriBVN^N p Dn-i3N pny uni Qmax p \invo 
p 3py^ UN nvi'Ni njUN p Niry uni tN^y p omsN uni onn'' 
ijNp raN^ rbip i:n3 ''NhNn bi T'S3i>N hjn nd3-ii d^ p DmiN 
iSNyo JN3 yi Dnn'' |a po^Di iDy }in3 mat^i bm ddht' onjy 
1'B'^N D^yO )N3 in '>bv 13N D^yo^N p T'yo UN ni'yD^Ni '•ovs^n 
••D IND1 IN^D N3obo ^Npi HJy "OT raNi> liN 'm nON p 5-IS^N 13N 

isD '•a ' iT^y nni miDan ivnaN nsN^ ^ no^N un ai'yoi'N {ndt 
tao ia T'yo un D^yoi^N na-i jiN 'm '•E'ny^Ni ni" n^N nis» 
mai Dnpn ^p yi ra p 2p])'> un T'E'S^ni 3Un^n niJNpn "a nisn 
^Np'> N» ''^y NiTia }N3i hbybb ^ing'^N oip^N '•a int ni> }N3 pun 
y\tb» UN i^B^iiN"! Tss^JN apy^ un iN5''B'i>N onn^Da )d "N»^Ny ~ 
UN N^a )N3 )D ri^D? }D^ |N3i mix^N nin 'b]} my3 nnDnoNi piNn 
nioan |d iw int pB>ona pNip^N no'-ja '•a ^tmiji }nNn jiabN 
nnspNJO ''a no^N un obo^N ^Np nd hboi pi "Npi Nnp'-i nao 
3UN^N '•^y naB'a nani nd) eintj'^N oip^N '•a rao rT n^ ra p^ 
miv^N nin '<bv n^JNn iNiDnoN '•bv i?'i ha '(nmi:* i33n fi''3B 
^ ns3^N 3py UN }U''B'^N J DmjN d6yi nS Dnom n^''iio^N mo^N 
mpn N03 ra p '•^y Nip }o ri^D? p *n3N3 ''dtpd^n pnNn uni 
3py^ UN T'B'^Ni]' jN^a N33''B' ^N? Nona^vn '•a ray jN^ip'' ndhjn^ 



' MS. -[ffi'Ss. 

^ The MS. has ms vIt\ *iv noSs la«, which does not make sense. v$ was 
probably written down as an alternative to •nobx. 

=> MS. >'??. * Fol. 189 a. » The MS. has no stop here. 

' The exact bearing of the words enclosed in () is difficult to under- 
stand ; see note 10, p. 439. 

' Read Tsa^K. » MS. rn«i. 

' The passage enclosed in [ ] is quoted, in a faulty form, by Firkowicz, 
rjicT 'ja, p. 22, 
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i-\ehii UN y^ba ]i6 p-iNn r\sh». 13n -iTba bp nS jNiiin '•i'N Nam 
njD ''B nanNn ni> '••ii'N iNMnoN^N jd ••{? man my Nrm"-! n-on*' 
'Si aSm fi'ip^N •'i'y "n^N '•a n^ mai on nty dnin hi?' ini (TTI 
Dnb 13N3 n^yo i3n d^jyo^N yo pi'-K'i'N jsiNn |n atpN^JNi v^ tod 
i-\sbti 13N T't^^^'i "2 P "i**"! '•s onyiD? pp"- wto dhjni nnxi nw •■a 
TE'i'N 'i'y Nip'' }N3 njN hpi liN 'm }N!?a woi^yD bap idn p« 
nfia ' oivao tij in n^N 'n^i 'y mini't? T-oana nnasi ana^N us 
n^Ni iioan ih niJDJ pi 7n tod Sin yai ine' la ncna^x m^a 
^ . , '•itNa ini nntj'N riyao '•a on^pa'' nd3 fi^avn nno nSia pt? 'a met}' 
13N TtJ'^*' ^v:i }N3i riN 'm Sioi'N Qmnt? p '•^y ^'K'i5^< n^oii'N •■ai 
pB>yi ymN^N i5ai nay tttnni nasna '•a man ton^i noN p ana^N 
jNai' JIN 'm ^saijN las o'ln^Na finyo^N nth^ N^tfj^Ni lao 
m»N iNai isca p^Ntp^N o^n jtui nnv^Ni nNaa^Jt? Noijyi'N jd 
tr-jsn njy nnnE« dSji dnk'^'ni aiii'Ni piE'i'N '•^n pnaw n^nxnai 
axna nh npa^N yo oi^y^N '•a "np^nb |Naa ^ninyi^N asna nid 
rtN jNiri '•i'N NBini pni'N Ssn 'B naip fibo^N yD"- n^ nd 

:T77 riiD 
n^enj p ]onbti Max pa''K'i'N liN Dnom pNiyi^Ni iNiia Noi'y 
nNitpNJD nipw n^ew p fsai ^crabN jNor ""a N3^o oniT' p poi'Di 
jNor •'B riN 'm xna t<Sini a^n '•a nirpw nrny pi nxnia '•a m^na 
anyi "N'-asn nax-iK'i'N nxiD ax'-n^'N piptJ'D NnnwJ? '•a anai •'Di^ai'N 
n»^y '•a i& xh ncoy tinib N^nipwD '•a ni)i 'ij |tu jn ^Npi i^j-i •'a 
pai oniT p pD^JD -nap ai^n '•a qv^n fiiyi'^i n^ya no ni^ya ^i5^b 
'cy laNi : jn^jn 'i^N '^ nnjijN ni? ' n-ij^i pnsijN lapa ' dm^ii qiij^n 
TON on niniijN •'^y Nn^a *i-i 'pyao on^N nni^Non ia 'ny-io p 
nanNn niia-i»^N h^'ndi^ni ini in '"niinjoi iiano^N n^ro pNa 
^oai pjNan^JN ''by ni JiN 'm ''JN^nn^N dmaNi r>7 tod Nn^oy 
paNna man N-'inav p siov nd^^n |d nai ;d h^dj }di Qmsab^ 

' For miDso. ' A lacuna in the MS. ' Fol. 189 b. 

• MS. ninrt«. ' MS. 'jn. « MS. nrji. 
' The MS. has 1 (without a dot) for the Arabic i. 

• The Arab writers spell the name icij (nsTt). 
' See note 6, p. 441. 

«• The T stands here for Jo (UsLjj). 
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jto jis 'm spy p ifjan T'^i'Ni ns 'm ji-»»ib> p ^p^^:h nay 
Dsb nh dNbiJN D^yi npa^N '•a "'np''nb jmi in33^k -wisba |» 
n?'" dS pn^N iTNi '•a nti nKi^jaD ooi isnDNi'N axna nasni^K 
SIN ns 'm m^Ni }y nai'' ini '•jnti^ni ^jiin^jn |nbo niid nao 
nsi'hib'? niihpi6n na'' jno nas ^""pi nijyijN >a rus "-^y hn njsa 
'm IDN pi •T'xaijN np3D la > ciijy^N '•a isai may mpi^N ^j'-^jj jmi 
ijN^n^JN "-a '•OVB^N '•^jyi psai^JN "hv "n Jis 'm mpo pi yoj^s nx 
Tic^Ni onijpj ^t33Ni T^pn^Ni cinB'i'Ni h'^^'n^jni mwyiiNi tsn^ni 
"■DvaijN "-b *i">i "ni"'33 "tni^: [sa jix 'm pn5f p i^ p pnv> py las 
TiNE^D |D IN3 njN 3ipN^Ni ^Nnnys^N '•a 3NnD nh jkid^nd asnai 
13N1 sinyDi>N -iiM» p ne^ p i'sictj' te'^^i "in33^n nnsiiNi niiy^N 
3''3Ni'N ''a iosNJni p"iNn jiabN -as y\i>bii iNor '•a jto ■'iiajiiN iiid^jn 
n^NpD nh riN 'm "bv un ^h»^N '•Nn '•i'y |toi ^''y^^^'^N njoi'Ni 
•»y N3''n» E'NT anjD '•i'y ^lini -lijio^N asoni nirno^N nsDas '•a 
Tyo 'ttN TB'^Ni fiN nT>N n3Nn"'3N i^N onjo p fiypT '•i^y naipi 
iB^ p ion p lE^ Tity^Ni T''»3 asro ni^i dxbi'N 'hv droo pib 
'a n^i^ni'N axna nh nxas^N Noi'yi'N p jto jix 'm nnoii'N 
asna rh) n^n "■DVai'N '•i'y 1ii dnynxnai dnssa^N '•a dsb^x d^jy 
p no^c TE'^N dn f'inoi'N npshi^ p "sTina anai ijNinyN^N '•a 
^na.'i noi'B' p •■^jy Tity^JN dn to'iti^'n *5ii« in ^3N^: n>ys p -p^D 
'->i '-ID dn ijiDJDDp^N iniijN p pns 'id dn ixniD^N p-iss^N 
I'-ys p na'' 'id dn pnn i^snE^ 'id dn "-Dnn )rvbii p bsn min'' 
nD^iDH ynun pan inny p in'iytj''' 'id dn '•asi'N d'-an^jsa yiun 
i>NiDB> 'id dn "-JoijNa yiun nw> p no^JDn i'siDty 'no dn ^isa 
NS^Ni niVD laoi 3Ni3i)Ni n^JNDD^N ansv '•aiyDn sann nK>D p 
jnenD^JNi sDan^si xoi'yi'N -i3n ini asiai^Ni h^ndd^jn "i'y nxDipD 
th "'•i^N ND^i^N p \^'<^-\pbb JN dm '1J1 nNnr d''i>''3B'Dni pnbi< ^ba 

tdnana ''^y wapi ab) dnwaiy 
'.bir\^ bv D\bw 

> Fol. i9o«. 2 MS. mTi. ' MS. •>3«, 

' The copyist thus correcting himsel£ 
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III. — Te ANSLATIOlf . 

In the name of the Lord, the God of eternity, shall we labour and 
succeed. 

We shall now begin the Chronicle of the righteous Sheikh Ibn 
al-Hlti, may God, the exalted One, favour him : — 

I will now mention the names of famous Karaite Doctors — may 
God, the exalted One, favour them— of whom I have found a record. 
First, the Sayyid 'Anan, may his rest be in glory. He was the first 
who succeeded in unveiling the truth after it had been shrouded 
over, and he resuscitated it, and he poured out his soul unto death. 
It is said that he lived in the time of Abu Ja'far al-Mansur* who 
succeeded to the throne of the Khalifs in the year 136 of the Hijrah. 
He was the chief of the whole house of captive Israel in Bagdad, 
and he converted many of the Babbanites to the truth, that is to 
the tenets of the Karaites, may their Rock and their Redeemer pre- 
serve them. After him were Daniel al-Kumisi" and David al- 
Mukammas ^, and he wrote a book on the fundamental principles 
of the law. These [two] were before Kirkisani— may God, the exalted 
One, have mercy on him — for he has mentioned them in the "Book 
of Lights," and he has also mentioned bodies of people, namely the 
followers of Isma'il^ and the Okbarites', and the people of Tustar, 
and Bagdad, and Basrah, and the Persians, and the people of 
Khurasan, and the people of the mountain, and the Syrians *. He 
has not mentioned individual names, but only the difference in their 
opinions. 

With regard to the learned Sheikh Ya'kub ben Yishak al-Kirkisani, 
it is to be noted that the date at which he composed the " Book of 

' By using the term b'pi " and it is said," Ibn al-Hiti betrays uncertainty 
on a point which is now established beyond a doubt. 

" The exact time of Daniel al-Kumisi's activity is not quite certain ; 
comp. Fiirst, Geschichte des Karderthums, i. 78, and Hamburger, IHe Jildische 
Literatur, ii. 72, with S. Poznaiiski, Jewish Qtjabteely Review, voL VIII, 
p. 681. Ibn al-Hiti's collocation of Daniel al-Kumisi and David al- 
Mukammas favours Poznanski's statement that the former flourished 
at the beginning of the tenth century, for the latter was certainly 
famous in the earlier part of the same century. 

' Isma'il himself is styled na3»')«, and it, therefore, seems that by the 
Okbarites named after him are meant the followers of mtt;'a, who was 
a townsman of Isma'il (see Harkavy, Transactions of the Imperial Russian 
Archaeological Society, vol. VIII, pp. 314-16 ; also Bacher, Jewish Qitabtekly 
Review, vol. VII, pp. 706-708). 

' All the bodies of people mentioned here are spoken of in Hark., 
op. cit, pp. 314-19. 
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Lights " was the year one thousand two hundred and seventy-eight ^ 
of the era of contracts, or in the year 315 of the Hijrah. As for the 
Sayyid David ben Boaz * — may the Lord, the exalted One, have mercy 
on him — the composition of his work on Ecclesiastes took place in 
the year 383 of the Hijrah, and he also wrote a commentary on the 
Pentateuch and a book on [its] fundamental principles. And the 
Doctor Abu al-San — may God, the exalted One, have mercy on him — 
lived before Saadyah the Pithomite, for he argued against ' Kirkisani 
in his commentary on the Pentateuch and in his "Book on the 

^ The year 1278 of contracts answers' to 967 a. d., but the greater part 
of 315 A. H. coincides with 927 a. d. The date 937, which has been 
assigned to the composition of the " Kitab ul- Anwar " by several writers 
(see Bacher, Jewish Quarterly Review, vol. VII, p. 687 ; Poznanski, 
Steinschn. Festschrift, p. 196), really belongs to KirkisSni's Commentary on 
the Pentateuch (see the passage given by Neubauer, in Mediaewi Jewish 
Chronicles, vol. II, p. 249, which, according to p. xiv in the same volume, 
is taken from the above-mentioned Commentary) . In the Introduction 
to his longer Commentary on the Pentateuch, Kirkisani's says : — 

(Brit. Mus. MS. Or. 2557, fol. 1 b) ^.sT* Lj>LiS LJ li^jl. ^_^l^l ^^JC■ 

The "Kitab ul- Anwar," which deals with the commandments contained 
in the Pentateuch, was accordingly composed before the Commentary 
which treats on the rest of its contents, and if the latter was written 
in the year 937 a. d., it is not unlikely that the date 927 is the correct 
one for the composition of the former. The collocation of 1278 A. a. with 
315 A. H. is a serious mistake, and is probably due to a blunder of the 
scribe. 

' VPi p nn is reported to have been the fifth in the line of descent 
from Anan (see Pinsker nv^ionp 'p*;, pp. «V) 53)i and, therefore, much 
earlier than a. h. 383 (a. d. 993). See, however, Harkavy, Stade's Zeitschrift, 
vol. I, p. 157. On the works of this Karaite doctor we obtain here 
fresh information. 

' The argument in proof of Abu al-Sarl having lived after Saadyah 
is as follows : Abu al-Sari argues against Kirkisani. The latter is, 
therefore, prior to the former. But Saadyah was prior to Kirkisani, 
the senior of Abu al-Sarl, and it, therefore, follows that Saadyah was 
cei-tainly prior to Abu al-Sari. The priority of Saadyah to Kirkisani 
is similarly established by the fact that Israel ben Daniel (or rather 
Daniel) who was prior to Kirkisani, already argues against Saadyah. 
It will be seen that unless the emendations >"?!? for n^te , and 'sap for nia, 
are made in the text, the passage is without logical sense. Ibn al-Hlti's 
effort to establish a chronology was most praiseworthy ; but we now 
know for certain that Abu al-Sari (ir'jsa p 'jhd) lived about the time of 
Saadyah, as was also the case with Kirkisani. 
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Commandments," but Fayyami wis before Eirkisani, for Israel ben 
DanieP — may God, the exalted One, have mercy on him— argued 
against him, and Solomon han-NSsi mentions him in his "Book 
on forbidden marriages," before " Kirkisani and the Doctor Abu al- 
Sari; and the likelihood is that when he mentioned the learned, 
may their memory be blessed, he recorded them in their chrono- 
logical order, for he mentions first 'Anan, then Benjamin, then 
Daniel ', then Eirkisani, then Abu al-Sari, then Abu 'Ali al-Basri 
and his son*, then David ben Boaz" the Nasi, then the Doctor 
Abu 'Ali' — may God, the exalted One, have mercy on them all. 
It is likely that he ' was a contemporary of the Sheikh Abu Ya'kub 
Yusuf ben Noah ", for he has argued against him extensively ' with 
regard to 'Abib, and the Sheikhs Abu Ya'kub al-BasIr and Abu 
al-Faraj Harun were of those who came down'" to the Sheikh 
Abu Ya'kub, and these [are mentioned] on a copy of his composition 
which is dated in the year 393 ". And Abu 'All, in his refutations 
of Ben Noah, has mentioned the names of learned men whose 
memory is that of men of battle, men of might, god-fearing men ; 
these are Abu Sa'dan ben Abraham, and Abu Yishak Abraham ben 
al-Ispahani, and the Doctor Salomon ben Yerohim, and Abraham 

' Israel ben Daniel m33D»^» lived about 100 years after Kirkisani 
(see Pinsker, op. cit, pp. no, TOi). One should probably substitute W:t 
for ^WJT p 'jMw (vide infra). 

• See not© ' on preceding page. 

' On 'DOipn nwo p ^OTn, who has already been mentioned, see Pinsker, 
op. cit., p. no. 

' i. e. Abu Sa'id (no'ran 'I'jn ^b S) son of Yefeth ben 'Ali, here called 
Abu 'Ali al-BasrI (see Pinsker, op. cit, p. lODp). 

' On David ben Boaz, see above. 

• This Abu 'Ali is known as an opponent of Abu al-Sarl in legal inter- 
pretations of the Pentateuch (see Brit. Mus. MSS., Or. 2573, 2574), but it 
does not yet appear certain what other name or names he bore. He 
may have been Abu 'Ali Hasan al-Levi al-Basrt, grandfather of Yefeth. 
As Ibn al-Hiti has already failed in his chronology on other points, it 
would be no wrong to him to imagine that lie is here guilty of another 
chronological error. 

' i. e. (apparently) Abu al-Sari. 

• Ibn al-Hltl has, as will be seen in what follows, much to tell us 
about this Karaite doctor, who has hitherto not been much more than 
an unknown quantity. See e. g. Pinsker, op. cit, pp. nD, 74, 75 ; Harkavy, 
op. cit, p. 156. 

' This does not appear an entirely conclusive argument, for extensive 
refutations may be written of works whose authors have died long since. 
'" i. e. to attend his lectures. " a. d. 1002-3. 
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ben "Ilan \ and Abu Ezra ben Abunah, and the Sheikh Abu Ya'kub 
ben Abraham ben Jils who is, perhaps, identical with Al-Basir. 
And all these were before him ^, for in speaking of them, he says : 
" May God have mercy on them, and remember them in the accept- 
ance of His people." And Salomon ben Yerohim — may his soul be 
in Eden— was a contemporary of al-FayyumI, and the Doctor Abu 
Sa'id, son of the Doctor Abu 'All', was the teacher of the Sheikh 
Abu al-Faraj ben Asad* — may God, the exalted One, have mercy 
on him ; for in mentioning him, he says : " Our teacher N. N." He ' 
was in the time of Abu al-Sari, for he made an abridgement of 
his commentary, and argued against him in his " Book on the 
Commandments." And 'Arishi* — may God, the exalted One, have 
mercy on him — mentioned the Doctor Abu Sa'id in his "Book on 
the Commandments," in the chapter on " Ablb." 

The Sheikh Abu Ya'kub ben Noah, of whom mention has already 
been made, had a college in Jerusalem, and there were there, 
according to report, seventy learned men. Of their number were 
the two Sheikhs Abu Ya'kub al-Basir and Abu al-Faraj Harun, and 
it continued after him in the same condition ", and of the number 
who lived there were Abu al-Faraj Harun ", and others. In the 
Synagogue of the Karaites in Damascus has been seen a part of 
the commentary on Leviticus ^ written on parchment, and among 
the things which the Doctor Abu al-Sari said in his refutation of 
Ben Noah [is contained the statement that] he lived thirty years 
in Jerusalem ....'". This testifies to his continuance for a long 
time in the same condition — may God, the exalted One, have mercy 
on them, and give them a good reward. 

1 A ■^aan jn';? p omaM rp\^ is mentioned in '3iia in. 

' Apparently before Abu 'All, who records their names. 

' i. e. Yefeth ben All, 'Abu Sa'id being his best known son ; vide supra. 

* Full name : Abu al-Faraj Furkan ibn Asad, or mtrv p nne\ The 
British Museum possesses several volumes of his Commentary (existing 
in a longer and shorter recension) on the Pentateuch ; see Hark., loc. cit., 
p. 159 ; Neubauer, Aus der Petersb. Bibliothek, pp. 19, 20. 

' i. e. Abu Sa'id ? • To be identified with ©ip p mw ? 

' i. e. as a seat of learning. 

• Ibn al-HitI apparently means that Abu al-Faraj Harun who already 
resided in Jerusalem in the lifetime of Abu Ya'kub Yusuf ben Noah 
continued to live there after that doctor's death. 

' By Abu al-Sarl, who is mentioned immediately after. 

'" The words: nrms ^3i« fj'OD 3'3n'>« *iv ncirD nJ^^ NrD "what I have 
brought out and revealed concerning 'Abib, and how shall I make known 
its shape or condition," make no sense in the context. Something has 
probably dropped out from the text. 
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The two Sheikhs Abu Ya'kub al-Basir ' and Abu Harun al-Mukad- 
dasi'' were of the number of those who attended the lectures of 
Ben Noah, as has already been said, for they refer to him in their 
compositions by saying : " Our Sheik N. N. has said." And the Sheikh 
Abu Ya'kub passed away before the Sheikh Abu al-Faraj Harun, 
for the Sheikh Abu al-Paraj in mentioning him, uses the phrase : 
" May He favour him " ; and I have found a portion of the "Istibsar'," 
which he has composed, its date being 428 *, where he says : " May 
He prolong his dignity"." I have also found a composition of his 
on the refutation of the two utterances °, which was dictated in the 
year 458'. It is likely that these two Sheikhs, together with the 
Doctor Abu Sa'id, were all in the same generation, and that they 
all studied in the College of Ben Noah. The Sheikh Abu al-Faraj 
ibn Asad said [in speaking of them] : " Our teachers N. N., may God, 
the exalted One, have mercy on them," and it is said that he attended 
the lectures of the Sheikh Abu al-Faraj ', and he began his shorter 
Commentary on the "Torah" — may He make it great and full of 
glory — which he wrote with his own honoured hand, in the month 
Eabi* I, of the year 446 °. To this belongs the commentary on 
Exodus, in two parts, in his own writing, the copying whereof 
occupied seven months . . ." 

In Eamlah there was the Sheikh 'Ali ben Abraham at-Tawil — may 
God, the exalted One, have mercy on him. He lived after the Sheikh 
Abu al-Faraj ibn Asad, for he mentions him in his book, using the 
phrase : " May He favour him ; " and he wrote a commentary on 
the whole Bible. And the Nasi Solomon, who is known by the title 
ar-Ra'is abu al-Fadl — may God, the exalted One, have mercy on him 
^was one of the most eminent and foremost scholars. He was the 
chief of the Karaites in Egypt, and his command and decisions went 

' See the text. ' The same as Abu al-Faraj Harun. 

' Of Yusuf al-BasIr. The Brit. Mus. MS., Or. 2576, contains a work 
entitled y'«iD').^ 'D ^^»sanc*l'7« axro, which is possibly the composition 
referred to in this place. 

* A. D. 1036-7. 

' Of Abu al-Faraj Harun (?), showing that the latter was alive when 
Yusuf al-BasIr wrote the work in question. 

• A very vague reference indeed. ' a. d. 1065-6. 
' i. e. Abu al-Faraj Harun. 

' A. D. 1054-5. The date of the longer Commentary, as given in Or. 2495 
(fol. 75 b), is A. D. 1050. It will be seen that Ibn al-Hiti is here in 
a correct chronological line. 

"• The MS. has a lacuna here ; 'SNC, as a complete word, cannot be 
correct in this place. 
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forth into the east, and the west, and into Syria ; but no other work 
by him, except the book on forbidden marriages, is known to us. 
He was most distinguished in scholarship, and also in jurisprudence. 
He also wrote a book entitled, " Things which the person on whom 
the obligation rests cannot approach'," which is a treatise on the 
fundamental principles of the Law''. He passed away in the 
year 600. 

Of the learned of Bagdad and 'Irak are to be mentioned the two 
Sheikhs Abu al-Hasan ben Mashiah and Salomon ben Terohim, who 
lived in the time of al-Fayyumi. Ben Mashiah argued much 
against him in Bagdad, and Ben Terohim argued against him in 
Aleppo, and he died there — may God, the exalted One, have mercy 
on him — in the time of al-Fayyumi, who attended his funeral with 
his garments torn, girded with a rope, and barefoot ; and when he 
was blamed for it, he said : " "We both derived much profit from 
our controversies, and there is no doubt about his learning, and, 
therefore, have I acted as I have done '." And the grave of Salomon 
ben Yerohim is known to this day in Aleppo, and among the Gentiles 
and others * as the grave of the righteous one, and vows are made 
to him to the present day. 

Abu 'Isa ben Zar'ah ' in his epistle entitled " Iltham Sab'in * " (?) 
argued against the Jews ; then came the above-mentioned Ibn 
Mashiah, and they controverted each other, and the date of the 
composition of this epistle is the year 387' . Abraham al-Harselani " 
— may God, the exalted One, have mercy on him — argued against 
the Rabbanites, and refuted their opinions. Among the number 

' The phrase is a difficult one. Two similar titles of books are found 
in Haji Khalfa, v. 354. See Dozy, Supplem. aux Diet. Arabes, iii. 485. 

' Furst's remark that Solomon the Nasi wrote a Sefer Miswoth (Gesch. 
d. Kar. ii. 192) is, therefore, a correct one. 

^ A fine feature in Saadyah character. The incident is evidently 
narrated as a testimony to the worth of Salomon ben Yerohim. It cannot 
be doubted, however, that it may be true in substance. 

* It is difficult to see who are meant here by " the others " ; hardly 
the Eabbanite Jews. 

' See Steinsch., Polemisehe u. apologetiieke Literatur, pp. 148, 149. Ibn Abi 
Usaibi'ah makes express mention of the Kisalah (vol. II, p. 236). 

° j'yiD may possibly be a corruption of TST, for it was the Jewish 
mathematician, Ibn Shu'aib, to whom the " Eisalah " was addressed (see 
Steinsch., loc. cit). The reading "Iltham" (DSnV^ for arhii) is a conjecture 
of Dr. Rieu, whom I have had the privilege of consulting on this and 
several other points. The meaning would be " the striking of Sab'in." 

' This Karaite is mentioned in 'jTra in . 
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of the learned men whom he mentions is Yusuf ben Sabtiyya *, 
and I have found two books on dogmatic theology by 'Ali ben Yusuf 
Samiyyah, dated in the year 459 ^ and the scribe [of the copy] uses 
of him and of Sadakah ben Shomron — may God, the exalted One, 
have mercy on him— the phrase "May God favour them." And the 
Sheikh Hananyah ben Ya'kub— may God, the exalted One, have 
mercy on him— was one of the foremost and great ones. He was 
most distinguished in jurisprudence and dogmatic theology, and 
he wrote a work entitled, " A treatise of minute investigation," which 
is a book of " secrets," in five volumes, and it is exceedingly beautiful, 
but there are only extant of it two volumes, the first and the second. 
He quotes opinions of his father— may God, the exalted One, have 
mercy on him— which show that he was also a learned man. It is 
said that he used to cut the Khalif 's pen for him, and he had much 
power at his court. He belonged to the learned group of al-Basir 
and Ben Asad— may God, the exalted One, have mercy on them all. 
Ben Sakuyah'— may God, the exalted One, have mercy on him— 
argued against the Eabbanites and [especially] against al-Fayyumi 
with regard to the new moon,, and Abib, and Pentecost, [and the 
laws relating to] the fat tail and the fat, as well as regards tradition ; 
and he refuted their tradition. And the Sheikh Abu 'Anan Yishak 
ben Ali ben Yishak — may God, the exalted One, have mercy on him 
—was a great and foremost scholar, and he argued against al-FayyumI 
in a book like the " Siraj *," and he wrote a book on " Equaliza- 
tion ^" The likelihood is that he was one of the chief scholars 
and the foremost men [of his time]. The Sheikh Samuel ben Asher 
ben Manstir, who is known by the name of Abu al-Tayyib al-Jabali ", 
was in the time of the Sheikh Abu al-Faraj Harun, and they con- 
troverted each other with regard to " Abib " and the legal year. 
He held the opinion of the Master Abu 'All— may God, the exalted 
One, have mercy on him— and he wrote a treatise on the refutation 
of the calendar ', and the calculation of the new moon. He also 
argued against Menahem, the head of the Academy", after having 
studied the epistle of Ben Menahem to Abu Thabit— may God, 

' Is H^n^s a corruption of 'naa: ? 

^ A. D. 1066-67. 

' See e. g. Pinsker, op. dt, p. ya. 

* i. e. like the nwon -i£D or "Kitab ul-Siraj " of Yusuf al-Basir. 

^ The title is vague enough. ' See Pinsker, op. cit., pp. TDp, 37. 

' ilino, lit. " cycle," the years being arranged in cycles of nineteen 
years in the calendar. 

' Head (with Mar Mathatia as opposing Gaon) of the academy at 
Pumbedstha, in the middle of the ninth century. 
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the exalted One, strengthen him. And the Sheikh Abu Sa'id^ 
controverted Menahem on the subject of dogmatic theology, and 
he wrote an excellent book. The Sheikh Tashar ben Hesed ben 
Yashar al-Tustari * — may God, the exalted One, have mercy on him— 
■was one of the great scholars, and he wrote a " Book of Indications " 
on dogmatic theology in their language and their mode of argu- 
mentation. He also argued against al-Fayyumi, and wrote a book 
on "Equalization," and he wrote much on foreign law. Then comes 
the Sheikh Solomon ben Mubarrak ben Sa'ir, the author of " Al- 
Taisir'." Then the Sheikh 'AH ben Sulaiman, the author of the 
abridged "Egron*." Then our Master Aaron ben Elijah, of Con- 
stantinople. Then our Master and Lord Yehudah ha-Abel ben Elijah 
Hedessi. Then our Master Israel had-Dayyan ; then our Master 
Yefeth ben Sa'ir, who is known by the title of the "famous 
physician " ; then our Master Isaiah ben 'Uzziyahu hak-Kohen, who 
is known by the title of the " Ulustrious Doctor " ; then our Master 
Samuel the Teacher, son of Moses, who is known by the name of 
al-Sinni'; then Samuel ben Moses ha-Rofe, the Maghrebite, the author 
of the " Questions and Answers," and of a book on the Commandments, 
and also of Introductions to the "Questions and Answers." He is 
the last of the learned and wise men, who are guides to the truth, 
and the "Maskilim*" shall shine, &c. There are also learned 
Karaites whom we do not know and whose writings we have not 
studied. Peace be upon Israel. 

G. Maegoiiouth. 

' It is difficult to say who this Abu Sa'Id was, if Menahem Gaon, of 
the ninth century, was the authority against whom he wrote, for 
Yefeth's son flourished more than a century later. 

" See Hark., op. cit., p. 158. The British Museum possesses a philo- 
sophical work by this writer, entitled, AUTcUwih ila't-Tauhid wa'l-'Adl. 
His Arabic name was *Abu'l-PadI Sahl (Hark., Sahl Ibn Fadl). 

' See Hark., op. cit, pp. 158, 159. 

* See e. g. Keub., op. dt, p. 18. 

' See Pinsker, op. cit, p. 125, where a ':d humv (or ':© p niTD p S«iao) 
is recorded. 

• A title which the Karaites (of Jerusalem only ? — see Neub., op. cit, 
p. 7) took to themselves in allusion to Dan. xii. 3. 
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